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2.1

Handling and Preparation Onshore

As the Bladerider is so light, if the boat is not attached to the trolley correctly, a strong wind can
get under the wing covers and lift the boat very easily out of the trolley. A fully rigged Bladerider weighs
about 30kg and will only take a 10 knot cross wind for the boat to start jumping around. The Bladerider
trolley is made from stainless steel and has a wide wheel base, so it provides the best stable structure on
dry land. However, it is critical that the hull is tied down at three points to the trolley, so it cannot be
lifted up or out of the trolley by the wind.
Before lifting the rig up, it is important to point the bow directly into the wind, because the boat
will easily blow over if at all crosswind. If it does blow over, the front wing frame corner will hit the
ground first, therefore it is recommended to have some protection on these corners such as cutting out
and sticking on the corner of an ice-cream container.
Ideally it is best to rig in a sheltered area and on the grass or beach, but if the boat is tied to the
trolley correctly and there is no wind protection, it is best to angle the boat away from the wind by 45
degrees, and tip the boat onto the front corner of the wing frame, with padding under the wing bar
corner if necessary. This is the most stable position for the boat with the rig up.
It is strongly suggest to glue or tape on some thin plastic onto the front outer corners of the
wing tubes as well, this will stop and scratching of the carbon if the boat is tipped on its side whilst
rigging on concrete surfaces.

2.2

Insert the Mast into the Sail

Insert the mast into the pocket luff sleeve of the sail trying to keep the cams on the mast by
twisting the mast up slowly over the cams.
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If the cams pop off the mast when being inserted, you rest the mast on your leg and push the
edge of the cam from underneath, so that they snap back on the mast.

2.3

Attach the Spreaders and Stays

When assembling the spreaders for the first time, use 2mm rope to tie the stays to the
spreaders through each of the holes using a good and tight reef knot (left photo below).

Using the supplied 2mm x 100mm elastic, tie a clove hitch around the stays just underneath the
spreaders at a height of 1750mm from the very top of the stays, and then wrap the elastic very tight
around the stays several times, then tie off with a few half-hitches. This will stop the spreaders from
sliding down the stays and twisting. The spreaders should then be parallel to the waterline or slightly

© Bladerider International Pty Ltd

Bladerider X8 – Rigging Help Notes
Last Update - July 9, 2007

raised up at the front. Use amalgamation tape or insulation tape to keep all the loose ends together and
from coming undone.
Once the sail is on the mast, lay the sail across the boat and attach the stays to the upper
hounds position using the large bow shackle. Attach the carbon spreaders to the mast prodder position
using the clevis pin and ring clip.

2.4

Upright the Mast

Attach the side stay adjusters to the shackles on the front upper wing bars. Attach the side stays
to position number 4 on the adjusters to begin with. Loosely attach the forestay to the shackle on the
bow of the boat as well.
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Lift the mast and sail up into the mast step position. Quickly tighten the forestay using moderate
to strong tension (approximately 15 on the Loos Guage if you have one), so that all the upper front wing
bars slide into the correct position.

If there is windy conditions or there is no one else around to assist with upright the mast, you
can also attach one side stay and loosely attach the forestay only. Lean the boat on to one side so the
wing frame is on the ground. Then lift the mast into position and attach the other side stay to the wing
frame. This is not an easy thing to do, but

2.3

Rig Tension and Rake

You can quickly determine a suitable rake by putting the mast up with the sail using moderate rig
tension, and the boom should be high enough off the deck to get underneath when tacking or gybing,
but not too far forward so that the boom is sitting way up in the air.
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Good boom height for easy tacking and gibing.
Because you will need to use a lot of downhaul to flatten the sail once foiling, it is important that
you use check the tension on a rig tension guage. This is because as the downhaul is pulled on, this
bends the mast significantly and slackens the stays. It is also critical to have sufficient tension, so the
mast never jumps out of the mast step. That has happened before and is not pretty.

2.4

Attach the Downhaul

Thread the loose end of the downhaul up and
down through the triple pulley on the tack of the sail
and the double pulley on the base of the mast, then
pass through the other upper pivoting lead block
attached to the foredeck.
The tail should be fed through the forward
eyelet in the wing covers with a slip knot in the end.
Use the elastic to keep both ends of the
downhaul tight towards the back of the boat.
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2.5

Attach the Boom to the Gooseneck/Mast Base

Remove the ¼” bolt from the front of the boom and fit the gooseneck of the boom around the
base of the mast so that the holes line up. Push the gooseneck ¼” bolt through the hole and tighten up
the wing nut with your fingers as tight as possible.

2.6

Attach the Outhaul

Use the 3mm x 1000mm rope to tie the clew down to the boom. Attach the long D-shackle with
the pulley fixed through the outhaul rope, to the eyelet in the clew. If necessary, drill a larger 5mm hole
at the end of the boom to tie the outhaul rope through.
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2.7

Final Check

Prior to moving to the water, make sure you have all the retainer pins to secure the centerboard
and rudder blade to the boat. It is highly recommended to tie them onto the hull with light shock cord as
they can easily get lost when putting the boat in the water.
It is also suggested to carry a spare retainer pin along with some 1m lengths of 3-4mm
dynemma, just in case anything else needs securing in the boat. It is ideal that you can secure the foils
with the minimum of time in the water, and get going without delay. All else should be already attached
and ready to go before putting the boat in the water.
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